AFTER   EVEREST
ready, and, in a measure, able—to tackle anything that
came along.
This is not a war book—there are already too many
of them. But it may be worth while to jot down two
or three of the things which seemed most striking about
the four years of carnage on the Western Front, in which
I was playing a minor part.
My first job was at a depot for convalescents at Boulogne.
The chief work of the day was, of course, the spotting of
" skrimshankers " or malingerers. We got rather good at
that. Major Moriarty, the commanding officer, made good
use of hypnotism in the curing of stiff joints and similar
disabilities, and this was the only time I have ever seen
it used extensively. Since I saw its results at the time,
I have felt that its use should be far more prevalent among
the medical profession. I cannot conceive why it is not
taught, at least to those who are psychologically suited
to perform it, in the ordinary course, or as a post-graduate
subject. Moriarty's skill in getting patients " under " was
very considerable, but very likely many other doctors
could do the same if they would only try. Why should
they not be taught ?
On the Somme Front our C.C.S. was first stationed at
Vecquemont, between Amiens and Albert, and here we
prepared a large hospital, mainly of tents, for one thousand
patients, which we were told might be the extent of casual-
ties per division on the first day of the battle projected
for the beginning of July.1 We awaited this fight with
anxious anticipation, and after dealing with several hundred
victims of our own artillery fire—which went on for four
or'five days before the actual attack was launched—we
suspected that our resources would be a bit slender for
the casualties of the coming push.
As a matter of fact, the first forty-eight hours of work
after July ist brought us nearly ten thousand wounded.
1 Casualty Clearing Stations were mobilized to the extent of one
per Division, though often acting as Army Troops.
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